
11/17/14 
 
Email exchange from Brianna to Phuong about EDUC 318 Storyboard 
 
Hi Phuong, 
 
What a great digital story!  I listed a few suggestions on your storyboard below:  
 
Note: These are only suggestions. I am not implying that you SHOULD do any of the following. These 
are creative suggestions to help you begin to see how to use visuals as a separate storytelling entity. 
Separate from your narration. 
 
I am visualizing snow falling the entire time I see all of your images on screen. Maybe even 
beforehand. Just snow falling and then the title reveals itself and it is still snowing.(I will get to the point 
of this later in the email:)) 
 
During your narration “I stepped into the classroom and went straight to the teacher”, your picture is 
blurry showing that the experience is hazy. This is a great use of visual rhetoric. Your visuals are 
telling their own story but connected to the narration. Perfect! 
  
I wasn’t sure why the image got clearer when you say Sure…Your next statement is “I gave up a piece 
of myself that day..” Why would the image get clear if you were giving a piece of yourself away? I think 
the image should stay blurry. 
  
Also during this section one of your shots fades from black then to white. Why? What kind of statement 
are you making by going from a black screen then to a white screen? 
  
During the narration where you say “ For the first time I realized I was different and vulnerable. Who 
am I? : Your images cut from clip of whole face-self is still. Is this your adult face? And I’m wondering if 
perhaps you might want to to stay on your adult self rather than dissolving to your six year old self. You 
don’t have to be explicit with all of your photos. Let the audience rest on an image while you continue 
with your story. Remember how pausing or creating space can be just as effective as filling your story 
up with imagery. 
  
Also I think you can eliminate the narration where you say Yet I did? Referring to A question no six 
year old should even begin to think of yet. We realize you are thinking of that. You don’t have to say it. 
  
Next you define what your name means, the direction of snow. Perhaps you would want to hold off on 
this until the very last clip, where you say this again anyway. That way the big reveal would be the 
reason why the snow has been falling the entire time the video has been playing. It would be an 
interesting play on visuals. 
  
After this we see a series of explicit imagery of your gender, language of origin etc.  
 
Perhaps we go back to your adult face and these images begin to fill your face much like a puzzle. We 
see all the imagery that makes up your awareness of your identity.  
 



Also the section where we get to the Saturday morning cartoons. Maybe we can see these cartoons 
playing over a section of your face and we see these cartoons in between images of static, much like 
an old television set being changed. 
  
Maybe you can intersperse still images and video here. I would like to see a video of the cartoon vs. a 
still image. The same for the fireworks. I think this image would be more effective as a video vs. a 
static image.  
 
Great job Phuong and if you would like to talk about any of my suggestions just let me know. 
 
Thanks, 
Bri 
 


